


WHO WE ARE: Global leader in advancing green schools, providing school 
districts and education leaders with resources and training to create sustainable, 
healthy, resilient and equitable learning environments.

WHAT WE DO: We support and train those implementing sustainability 
within school systems to be the most effective change agents they can be, 
through professional development, peer networks, research, and advocacy.



Geographic distribution of School Sustainability Leaders Network participants

NETWORK PARTICIPANTS: 
approx. 300

SCHOLARSHIPS GIVEN: 
36 districts

STUDENTS SERVED in 
DISTRICTS: 
8 million +

Through our growing School Sustainability Leaders Network, we equip powerful 
voices for change within school districts in the U.S.
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RESULTS from the RESEARCHERS (~2018)
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Building the Case

The 2022 report builds on previous 
research, published in April 2021, which 
helped to make the case for increased 
COVID-19 funding for schools, including 
for use on facilities-related expenditures.

. 

The new survey builds on previous research, published in April 2021.

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/preparation-pandemic-how-schools-implemented-air-quality-measures-protect-occupants-covid


2022 National IAQ 
Survey for School 

Districts  

New report, released in early May 2022:

• Contributes to a national understanding of IAQ 
implementation in schools

• Helps local, state, and federal policymakers 
understand what is needed on the ground

• Gives NGOs, researchers, and government officials 
an understanding of the decision-making process 
that school districts are going through related to 
IAQ, COVID relief funding, and facilities upgrades

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/managing-air-quality-during-pandemic-how-k-12-schools-addressed-air-quality-second-year

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/managing-air-quality-during-pandemic-how-k-12-schools-addressed-air-quality-second-year


Respondents:
• 88 school districts (complete entries)
• 4,000+ schools represented
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Guidance utilized in determining strategy for IAQ measures
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Managing Air Quality During the Pandemic:
How K-12 Schools Addressed Air Quality in the Second Year of COVID-19

Odds of using funding sources for IAQ-related improvements
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Bill Passed TOTAL
Appropriation

PK-12 Public Education
Allocation

% Funds 
to LEAs

Must obligate by

CARES Act
(ESSER 1)

March 27, 2020 $2.2 Trillion $13.5 Billion 90% December 30, 2021*

CRRSAA
(ESSER 2)

December 27, 2020 $900 Billion $54.3 Billion 90% September 30, 2022*

American Rescue Plan Act
(ESSER 3)

March 11, 2021 $1.9 Trillion $122.0 Billion 87.5% September 30, 2023*

COVID-19 RELIEF

* The Tydings Amendment allows for one additional year for expenditure, making these dates September 30, 2022; September 30, 2023; 
and September 30, 2024



https://www.usgbc.org/resources/five-guiding-principles

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/five-guiding-principles


2021 Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law

School districts can benefit from many elements of the IIJA. Several 
opportunities include schools as eligible entities, but schools may not 
be informed about the resources available.

Funding specifically for schools: 

• $5 B for clean school buses (EPA)

• $500 M for energy efficiency and renewable energy (DOE)

• $200 M for lead in school drinking water (EPA)

Funding that schools may be eligible to receive:

• $1.25 B in community grants for EV charging stations (DOT)

• $550 M in Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (DOE)

https://www.usgbc.org/articles/2021-infrastructure-investment-and-
jobs-act-resources-schools

https://www.usgbc.org/articles/2021-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act-resources-schools
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State action on school air 
quality since the start of 

COVID-19
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States have allocated 
American Rescue Plan funds 
(SLRF) to schools for IAQ
Vermont: Act 9, 2021
Massachusetts: Chapter 102, 2021
Virginia: Senate Bill 1303, 2021

https://education.vermont.gov/news/covid-19-guidance-vermont-schools/covid-19-federal-emergency-funds/arpa-school-indoor-air-quality-grant-program
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2021/Chapter102
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2021/july/headline-902078-en.html


Image credit: Saskatoon Graphics

States have allocated 
other sources of funding

to schools for IAQ
New York: Clean Green Schools Initiative, 2022

Colorado: SB21-202, 2021
California: Assembly Bill 841, 2020

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-202
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-202
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB841


Image credit: Saskatoon Graphics

States have allocated 
instituted guidelines for monitoring 

or assessing IAQ in schools
Nevada: Assembly Bill 257, 2021

https://legiscan.com/NV/bill/AB257/2021


RESOURCES
for you and your constituents



IAQ Fact Sheets
For school district administrators, school board members, community 
stakeholders, and anyone else who wants to be well-informed about IAQ but 
doesn’t have a technical background.

Fact Sheet Topics:

• Overview of strategies

• HVAC filtration

• HEPA in-room air cleaners

• Ventilation

• Germicidal Ultraviolet (GUV, or UVGI)

• Disinfection (i.e., “fogging”)

• Electronic Air Cleaners

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/school-iaq-fact-sheets-entire-series

https://www.usgbc.org/resources/school-iaq-fact-sheets-entire-series








greenschoolsconference.org



In coordination with U.S. EPA’s Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools Program

Join a new network of school district professionals working to improve 
indoor air quality and environmental health across their school systems.

NEW IN 2022:

PEER NETWORK & 
TARGETED PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT FOR 
INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Write us to join:
schools@usgbc.org



/centerforgreenschools

@mygreenschools

@centerforgreenschools


