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Module Objectives

• Identify different size up considerations using 
photos from actual radioactive material 
transportation accidents.

• List issues that should be considered during 
development of a recovery plan.

• Identify common post-incident concerns that 
the IC should consider.



Seneca, Ohio
Transportation Accident
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The truck hauling radioactive material 
contained 12 packages. Of the 12 
packages it is estimated that 8 packages 
broke open and the contents (syringe 
containers) were spilled onto the 
highway. One of the packages remained 
in the pickup truck and was destroyed 
in the fire. However, the lead pigs 
located inside the destroyed package 
were only charred.  The contents were 
intact.
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Blackfoot, Idaho
Transportation Accident
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Denver, CO 
Transportation Accident
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Recovery Planning Issues 
from a 

Transportation Accident
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Formulating a Recovery Plan

• The IC is responsible for preparing a recovery 
plan

• The IC is responsible for coordinating with 
appropriate agencies 

• DOE has a model procedure available for 
recovery planning available on their website
• www.em.doe.gov/otem

• The following two slides contain recovery 
planning items for consideration:
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Formulating a Recovery Plan

Recovery planning items: 

• List the type, quantity, form, and extent of 
release

• Identify sampling issues and concerns

• Identify stakeholders and responsible parties
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Formulating a Recovery Plan

Recovery planning items: 

• Identify monitoring and dosimetry needs

• Identify potential impacts

• Identify issues regarding waste handling, 
storage, and transport

• Implement procedures for complete and 
proper maintenance of personnel 
accountability and exposure records
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Terminating the Incident

• Address post-incident issues and concerns
• Documentation 
• Personnel follow-up
• Equipment Decontamination or Replacement
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Terminating the Incident

Documentation
• All information, records, logs accumulated 

during incident should be completed, 
distributed, and filed for future reference

• Proper documentation is essential when 
attempting to recoup equipment and 
material costs associated with the incident

M15 – Case Histories 42



Terminating the Incident

Personnel Follow-up
• Exposure records and medical actions for 

each person involved in incident 
• Bioassay sampling to detect internal 

contamination or continued medical 
surveillance

• Post-incident stress or trauma
• IC should work with Radiation Authority on 

personnel follow-up issues and concerns
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Terminating the Incident

Equipment Decontamination or Replacement
• Work with Radiation Authority to ensure 

that all items involved in the incident have 
been properly surveyed

• Radiation Authority will assist in 
determining which items cannot be 
decontaminated

• Items that cannot be decontaminated will 
need to be replaced
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Summary

After available information has been collected 
and reviewed, the IC is responsible for 
preparing a _______ ____. recovery  plan
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Summary

Proper event ____________ is essential when 
attempting to recoup equipment and material 
costs associated with the incident. 

documentation
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Summary

The IC needs to work with the state or local 
________ ________ to ensure that all 
equipment used in the incident has been 
surveyed then properly decontaminated or 
disposed of as needed.

Radiation  Authority
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Questions

?
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