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W I P P  U p d a t e

Carlsbad Field Office – WIPP Team

Nuclear Waste Partnership LLC
• Manages and operates the 

WIPP facility
• Manages transportation 

logistics and packages
• Manages waste retrieval, 

characterization and 
certification

Sandia National 
Laboratories
• Scientific advisor for 

repository recertification

Los Alamos 
National Laboratory
• Scientific advisor for 

waste characterization
• Mobile loading

CBFO Technical 
Assistance Contractor
• Technical and Quality 

Assurance support for the 
Carlsbad Field Office

Visionary Solutions
• Transportation 

carrier

U.S. Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office
• Leads the Transuranic Waste Program
• Science Program

CAST Specialty 
Transportation
• Transportation 

carrier

Ma-Chis Lower Creek 
Indian Tribe Enterprises, 
Inc. – TRANSCOM
• Satellite Tracking
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Facility Status

• Underground excavation 
began 30 years ago (1982)
– More than 1.75 million tons of 

salt mined (13 miles of drifts)

• Safe operations began 
13.5 years ago (1999)
– More than 162,000 waste 

containers underground

– 52 percent of the WIPP 
volume capacity remains

• Salt Defense Disposal 
Investigation (SDDI)
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Shipments Summary

Intersite 
for 
CY11 -
36

Shipments received 
at WIPP as of Nov. 5: 10,960
Contact-handled:  10,349
Remote-handled:  611

1999            2000           2001           2002            2003            2004          2005            2006           2007 2008           2009           2010             2011              2012

Total Shipments Received by Calendar Year
(Including intersite shipments)

CH TRU waste shipments only CH and RH TRU waste shipments

44

84

366

947

818

1,002 988 997

1,144

730

1,032

1,194

1,073

716
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Disposal Summary

Volume of waste disposed
at WIPP as of Nov. 4:  84,389 m3

Contact-handled:  84,086 m3

Remote-handled:  303 m3

1999           2000          2001           2002          2003           2004           2005            2006           2007  2008          2009           2010           2011           2012

Waste Disposed by Calendar Year 
(In cubic meters)

CH TRU waste disposal only CH and RH TRU waste disposal

342
575

2,255

6,101

7,696

8,839
8,480

7,922

10,398

5,264

6,631

7,919

7,232

4,735
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Shipments Received (as of November 5, 2012)

Site Shipments Loaded Miles

Argonne National Laboratory 151 259,421

Bettis Atomic Power Laboratory 5 10,955

GE Vallecitos Nuclear Center 32 44,800

Idaho National Laboratory 5,393 7,504,272

Los Alamos National Laboratory 1,111 379,962

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 18 24,804

Nevada Nuclear Security Site 48 57,312

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 131 175,933

Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site 2,045 1,446,444

Hanford Site 572 1,034,176

Sandia National Laboratory 8 2,200

Savannah River Site 1,445 2,179,892

Total To WIPP 10,959 13,120,171
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Planned Shipping Activities

Site FY-2013

Argonne National Laboratory 14

Idaho National Laboratory 340

Los Alamos National Laboratory 220

Savannah River Site 148

Totals 722

*Projections based on a reduced funding scenario of $198 million with a six month 
continuing resolution.  
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Carrier Audits
(Calendar Year 2012)

• Carlsbad Field Office Surveillance Audits
– Cast Specialty Transportation, Inc.   - conducted on March 6, 2012    - No Findings
– Visionary Solutions, LLC - conducted on March 20, 2012  - No Findings

Lessons Learned – None

• State Contract Carrier Reviews
– Cast Specialty Transportation, Inc.  Conducted by Colorado State Patrol on April 11, 2012  -

No Findings
– Visionary Solutions, LLC – conducted by Tennessee Highway Patrol on May 14, 2012 – No 

Findings

Lessons Learned - None

• Calendar Year 2013 Audits

– Will be scheduled by Carlsbad Technical Assistance Contractor (CATC) for March/April 2013
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TRU Transportation Incidents/Accidents
(May 2012 through October 2012)



TRU Transportation Incidents/Accidents
(May 2012 through October 2012)



Carrier Safety Enhancements

• With the new Carrier Contracts, our Contract Carriers have added 
numerous safety enhancements

Enhancement Cast Visionary Solutions

Turn by Turn Navigation           yes yes

Zonar Inspection System           yes no

Lane Departure System yes yes

Anti-Collision  System no yes

Event Logging Capability yes yes

Disc Brakes (traction control)     yes (front)                yes (front)

Panic Buttons yes yes

Bluetooth Capability yes yes
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National Cleanup Status

Total number 
TRU waste sites 

cleaned up to 
date:

22

As of June 7, 2012 12



Transportation Resources
(includes subcontract support)

• Packages
– 84 TRUPACT-IIs

– 15 HalfPACTs

– 6 TRUPACT-IIIs

– 12 RH-72Bs

• Trailers - 87

• Tractors - 28

• Mobile Loading 
Systems - 7

• Driver Teams
– 56 drivers 

(22+ teams)

– 10 terminal staff

• Mobile Loading 
Teams - 5
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Plan Updates

• TRU Waste Transportation Plan, Revision 3
– Issued October 12, 2012

• Strategic Communications Plan
– Management review completed

– Anticipate distribution by end of year
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Community Relations

• WIPP Community Relations Plan
– Available on WIPP Homepage (http://www.wipp.energy.gov)

• Eddy-Lea Energy Alliance
– Partnership between Eddy County and Lea County

– Exploring additional opportunities for the region

• Mayor’s WIPP Task Force
– Consists of appointed individuals

– Purpose is to advise the mayor and promote the WIPP facility
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WIPP Transportation Training

• Training Team Lead is Marsha Beekman,  (575) 234-8487.  Call Marsha to schedule 
training. 

• Training completed (May through October 2012)

– MERRTT 344

– MERRTT  T-t-T 14

– Compressed MERRTT  175

– Hospital Course 191

– Dispatcher Course 28

Have MERRTT Train-the-Trainer scheduled for California Highway Patrol on 
February 11 & 12, 2014.

• Exercises

– Currently planning a WIPPTREX in Monroe, Louisiana for April 17, 2013

16



Recent Infrastructure Improvements

• Roof repairs

• Electrical/electronic upgrades

• Underground ventilation fan 
refurbishment

• Obsolete mechanical 
equipment replacement

• Mechanical system upgrades

• LANL CCP support

• South Access Road 
reconstruction

• Fire suppression system 
upgrades

After

Before …
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TRANSCOM

Classroom Training Schedule

Location Date Morning Afternoon

Salt Lake City, UT November 27, 2012 Session 1 Session 2

Atlanta, GA December 4, 2012 Session 1 Session 2

December 5, 2012 Session 3 (if necessary)

Albuquerque , NM December 11, 2012 Session 1 Session 2

December 12, 2012 Session 3 (if necessary)

Carlsbad, NM December 10, 2012 Session 1 Session 2

December 11, 2012 If necessary If necessary

December 12, 2012 If necessary Session 3

December 13, 2012 If necessary Session 4

December 14, 2012 If necessary If necessary



Questions?
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