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SAVING THE LAND 
THAT SUSTAINS US

 Protecting farm and ranch land
 Promoting sound farming practices
 Keeping farmers on the land



AFT’s  Re a s o n  t o  Be  is  t o  Ave rt  Ca t a s t ro p h e
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Farms Under Threat 2040: 
Choosing an Abundant Future



11 Millio n  Ac re s  Co n ve rt e d , 20 0 1-20 16



Na t io n a lly  Sig n ific a n t  Ag ric u lt u ra l La n d





Acres of Utility-Scale Solar in 2040

So u rce s: 
DOE, 20 21, So la r Fu t u re s St u d y



Low-Density Residential Conversion is 
Dominant in the Midwest

Projected conversion of agricultural lands to UHD and LDR land uses by 2040 
in the Business as Usual scenario, proportion by region. 



Which Future Will We Choose?

18 .4  m illio n

24 .4  m illio n

11 m illio n

Ac re s  o f P ro je c t e d  Co n ve rs io n  20 16 -
20 4 0



Midwestern States by the Numbers

We project that by 2040 IL, IN, 
IA, KS, MI, MN, NE, ND, OH, SD 

and WI will pave over, 
compromise, or fragment:

Business as usual: 3,541,000ac

Runaway Sprawl: 4,683,800ac

Better Built Cities: 2,045,000ac

Solar Development: 
397,100ac*



Agricultural lands 
grow our food and 
provide essential 
environmental 

services. 
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