Climate
Benefits of

Permanently
Protected
Farmland




With every acre of
farmland we lose we not
only lose the ability of
that land to provide
environmental benefits,
we put more pressure on
the remaining land to be
farmed more intensely,
furtherreducing
environmental benefits.



il
State Policy Responses to the Threats of

Conversion

sEvery state has taken some stepsto protecttheir
agriculturalland,but theyallcould-and must-do more

eImportant to have acomprehensive set of policies that
respond to each ofthe three key drivers:development
pressure,weak farm viability,and land transfer

eCoordination is key:the top 12 linked multiple programs
and created state policy frameworks to harness local
efforts



“EAgricultural
Land Protection
Scorecard

o Assesses states’efforts to
 Protect agriculturalland
e Support viability
* Transfer land to the next
generation

e Focuseson 6 approaches
« PACE
e Planning
 Agricultural districts
e Property taxrelief
* Farm Link
e State leasing

« Rates each state's overallresponse






Policy Recommendations

e Encourage smart growth
 Protect agricultural land

e Advance smart solar siting
e Support farmland access



State Actions to
Protect Farmland

Map Agricultural Land

. Adopta Suite of
Coordinated Policies to
Protect Farm land

. Support Farm Viability
and Accessto Land

. Plan for Agriculture, Not
Just Around It

. Save the Best,but Dont
Forget the Rest



Programs & Policies

Purchase of Agricultural
Conservation Easement (PACE)

Land Use Planning

Agricultural Districts

Real Property Tax Relief

Farm Link

e State Leasing



e AFT’s Smart Solar Principles

Principle 1: Prioritize Solar Siting on Buildings and Land Not
Well Suited for Farming

Principle 2: Safeguard the Ability for Land to Be Used for
Agriculture

Principle 3: Grow Agrivoltaics for Agricultural Production &
Solar Energy

Principle 4: Promote Equity and Farm Viability




¢ Potential for Midwestern States

State PACE Program Activity
Acres Protected as of January 2022



e Midwestern States by the Numbers

Policy Choices Matter
By choosing the Better Built
Cities scenario instead of
Runaway Sprawl,
Midwestern States can save:
2,600,700 acres of Farmland
12,300 Farms

$1.5 Billion in Farm Output

30,000 Jobs



L Staff Resources: Materials

https://farmlandinfo.org/



Saving the Land that Sustains Us
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