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W it h  e ve ry a c re  o f 
fa rm la n d  w e  lo se w e  n o t  
on ly lo se  t h e  a b ilit y o f 
t h a t  la n d  t o  p rovid e  
e n viron m e n t a l b e n e fit s , 
w e  p u t  m ore  p re ssu re  on  
t h e  re m a in in g  la n d  t o  b e  
fa rm e d  m o re  in t e n se ly, 
fu rt h e r re d u c in g  
e n viron m e n t a l b e n e fit s .



St a t e  P o lic y Re s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  Th re a t s  o f 
Co n ve rs io n

• Eve ry s t a t e  h a s  t a ke n  so m e  s t e p s  t o  p ro t e c t  t h e ir 
a g ricu lt u ra l la n d , b u t  t h e y a ll co u ld –a n d  m u st –d o  m o re

• Im p o rt a n t  t o  h a ve  a  co m p re h e n sive  se t  o f p o lic ie s  t h a t  
re sp o n d  t o  e a ch  o f t h e  t h re e  ke y d rive rs : d e ve lo p m e n t  
p re ssu re , w e a k fa rm  via b ilit y, a n d  la n d  t ra n sfe r

• Co o rd in a t io n  is  ke y: t h e  t o p  12 lin ke d  m u lt ip le  p ro g ra m s 
a n d  c re a t e d  s t a t e  p o licy fra m e w o rks  t o  h a rn e ss  lo ca l 
e ffo rt s



Ag ric u lt u ra l 
La n d  P ro t e c t io n  

Sc o re c a rd
• Asse sse s s t a t e s’ e ffo rt s  t o  

• P ro t e c t  a g ricu lt u ra l la n d
• Su p p o rt  via b ilit y
• Tra n sfe r la n d  t o  t h e  n e xt  

g e n e ra t io n

• Fo cu se s  o n  6  a p p ro a ch e s
• P ACE
• P la n n in g
• Ag ricu lt u ra l d is t ric t s
• P ro p e rt y t a x re lie f
• Fa rm  Lin k
• St a t e  le a sin g

• Ra t e s  e a ch  s t a t e 's  o ve ra ll re sp o n se





•Encourage smart growth
•Protect agricultural land
•Advance smart solar siting
•Support farmland access

Policy Recommendations



1. Ma p  Ag ricu lt u ra l La n d  
2. Ad o p t  a  Su it e  o f 

Co o rd in a t e d  P o lic ie s  t o  
P ro t e c t  Fa rm la n d

3. Su p p o rt  Fa rm  Via b ilit y 
a n d  Acce ss  t o  La n d  

4 . P la n  fo r Ag ricu lt u re , No t  
Ju st  Aro u n d  It

5. Sa ve  t h e  Be st , b u t  Do n ’t  
Fo rg e t  t h e  Re st

St a t e  Ac t io n s  t o  
P ro t e c t  Fa rm la n d



Programs & Policies

• P u rch a se  o f Ag ricu lt u ra l 
Co n se rva t io n  Ea se m e n t  (P ACE)

• La n d  Use  P la n n in g

• Ag ricu lt u ra l Dis t ric t s

• Re a l P ro p e rt y Ta x Re lie f

• Fa rm  Lin k

• St a t e  Le a sin g



AFT’s Smart Solar Principles

Principle 1: Prioritize Solar Siting on Buildings and Land Not 
Well Suited for Farming 

Principle 2: Safeguard the Ability for Land to Be Used for 
Agriculture

Principle 3: Grow Agrivoltaics for Agricultural Production & 
Solar Energy 

Principle 4:  Promote Equity and Farm Viability 



Potential for Midwestern States
State PACE Program Activity

Acres Protected as of January 2022 



Midwestern States by the Numbers

Policy Choices Matter

By choosing the Better Built 
Cities scenario instead of 

Runaway Sprawl, 
Midwestern States can save:

2,600,700 acres of Farmland

12,300 Farms

$1.5 Billion in Farm Output

30,000 Jobs



Staff Resources: Materials

https://farmlandinfo.org/



Saving the Land that Sustains Us
www.farmland.org


	Climate Benefits of Permanently Protected Farmland
	With every acre of farmland we lose we not only lose the ability of that land to provide environmental benefits, we put more pressure on the remaining land to be farmed more intensely, further reducing environmental benefits.
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