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Opportunities  for 
Collaboration

Introduction

Drainage  & Wetlands  in 
Sas katchewan

Developing the  Ag Water 
Stewards hip Policy

O v e r v i e w



• B rin g s  to g e th e r  a ll g o v e rn m e n t’s  c o re  
w a te r  m a n a g e m e n t re s p o n s ib ilitie s  

• F o rm e d  in  2 0 1 2  to  a d d re s s  w a te r  
m a n a g e m e n t re s p o n s ib ilitie s  
p ro v in c e -w id e  

• A g ric u ltu re  W a te r  M a n a g e m e n t is  a  
c o re  lin e  o f b u s in e s s  



W a t e r  i s  a n  E c o n o m i c  D r i v e r  
S a s k a tc h e w a n  is  h o m e  to  m o re  th a n  4 0 %  o f C a n a d a ’s  

fa rm la n d  a n d  1 0 %  o f C a n a d a ’s  w e tla n d ’s



D r a i n a g e  a n d  W e t la n d s  
i n  S a s k a t c h e w a n



T h e  P r a i r i e  P o t h o le  R e g i o n



T h e  P r a i r i e  P o t h o le  R e g i o n

P e r m a n e n t  W e t la n d s  L e s s  P e r m a n e n t  W e t la n d s



W e t la n d s  a r e  Im p o r t a n t

P ro te c t W a te r  
Q u a lity

P re v e n t F lo o d in g  
a n d  D ro u g h t

P ro v id e  H a b ita t



D r a i n a g e  i s  Im p o r t a n t

E ffic ie n c y F a rm  
P ro fita b ility

R e s ilie n c y E c o n o m ic  
G ro w th



D r a i n a g e  A N D  W e t la n d s
C o -E x is t in  h e a lth y  a g ric u ltu ra l la n d s c a p e s.



R e s p o n s i b le  
D r a i n a g e

Planned & 
coordinated 

with 
neighbours

Technically 
sound design

Flow & erosion 
controls

Nutrient 
management

Healthy 
wetlands

WSA Drainage 
Approval



S t a n d a r d  A p p r o a c h :  

N o  N e t  L o s s  P o l i c y



S a s k a t c h e w a n ’s  A p p r o a c h :  

A g r i c u lt u r e  W a t e r  
S t e w a r d s h i p  P o l i c y
• M a d e -in -S a s k a tc h e w a n  a p p ro a c h  to  

w e tla n d  re te n tio n  la u n c h e d  in  J a n  2 0 2 5  

• A llo w s  e x is tin g  a n d  in c re m e n ta l d ra in a g e  

• R e q u ire s  d ra in e rs  to  re ta in  s o m e  w e tla n d s  
a s  c o n d itio n  o f a p p ro v a l



C o n t r a s t i n g  a  N o  N e t  L o s s  
a n d  S t e w a r d s h i p  A p p r o a c h

Crite ria Not Net Los s Stewardship Approach

Lands cape  
Outcome Only addresses new development Addresses all drainage
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C o n t r a s t i n g  a  N o  N e t  L o s s  
a n d  S t e w a r d s h i p  A p p r o a c h

Crite ria Not Net Los s Stewardship Approach

Lands cape  
Outcome

Only addresses new development. 
Enforcement challenge. Addresses all drainage

Fairnes s Only landowners developing new 
drainage must mitigate All drainage is  treated equally

Allow for 
Deve lopment No Yes

Us e  of Marke t 
mechanis ms

Often involves complex artificial 
markets  through wetland banking

Leverages existing markets  (buying 
and selling land)

Recognizing Good 
Stewards hip

Does not reward landowners who 
have retained wetlands Rewards landowners with wetlands



o f  S a s k a t c h e w a n ’s  4 .6 M  a c r e s  
o f  w e t la n d s  a r e  u n d r a i n e d

8 6 %



W h y  a  S t e w a r d s h i p  
P o l i c y ?

P re v e n t flo o d in g , 
m a n a g e  w a te r  q u a lity, 

p ro te c t h a b ita t

P ro te c t a g a in s t F e d e ra l 
B a c k s to p  Le g is la tio n

G a p  id e n tifie d  b y  
P ro v in c ia l A u d ito r

S ta k e h o ld e r P re s s u re





P o l i c y  D e v e lo p m e n t



A policy that is  
effective, 

practical and 
works in a 

Saskatchewan 
context

Research and 
Demonstration 

Projects

Stakeholder 
Engagement

Pilot Projects



S te p  1 : R e s e a rc h  a n d  D e m o n s tra tio n  P ro je c ts

P o l i c y  D e v e lo p m e n t



In v e s te d  m o re  th a n  
$ 1 M  in  re s e a rc h  

p ro je c ts  w ith  p riv a te , 
p u b lic  a n d  n o n -p ro fit 

p a r tn e rs



R e s e a r c h :  E c o n o m i c s  o f  D r a i n a g e
2 0 1 9  - B e f o r e  D r a i n a g e 2 0 2 3  - A f t e r  D r a i n a g e

F o u n d  d r a i n a g e  i n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  
f r o m  4 0  t o  4 4  a c r e s  s e e d e d  p e r  h o u r
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R e s e a r c h :  D r a i n a g e  B e s t  
M a n a g e m e n t  P r a c t i c e s

Found adoption of BMPs  
protec ted road infras truc ture



T h e  T r a d e  O f f s

Agricultural 
Economy

Agricultural 
Stewardship

Saskatchewan 
Communities

Water Quantity Water Quality Biodiversity 
and Habitat



S te p  2 : S ta k e h o ld e r  E n g a g e m e n t

P o l i c y  D e v e lo p m e n t



S t a k e h o ld e r  
E n g a g e m e n t
• Engaged with 80 organizations and 

Indigenous communities  over 2 years
• Four in-person plenary sessions with 

all stakeholders  & many one-on-one 
meetings

• Developed guiding principles, then 
outcomes, then policy



E n g a g e m e n t le d  to  
p ra c tic a l 

a p p ro a c h e s  th a t 
b ro u g h t fle x ib ility  

in to  th e  p o lic y.



S te p  3 : P ilo t P ro je c ts

P o l i c y  D e v e lo p m e n t



W o rk e d  w ith  
la n d o w n e rs  to  

te s t th e  p o lic y  o n  
re a l p ro je c ts



W e t la n d  
R e t e n t i o n  G o a l
B a s e l i n e  r e t e n t i o n  g o a l  (4 0 % ) fo r  m o s t w a te rs h e d s.

H i g h e r  r e t e n t i o n  g o a l  (6 0 % ) fo r  im p o r ta n t w a te r  
s o u rc e s : 
• G o o d  S p ir it L a k e  (A s s in ib o in e )
• L a s t M o u n ta in  L a k e, B u ffa lo  P o u n d  L a k e, C a llin g  

L a k e s , C ro o k e d  L a k e, R o u n d  L a k e  (Q u ’A p p e lle )
• M o o s o m in  L a k e  (S o u ris )



W h a t  i s  t h e  i m p a c t ?

S till ro o m  fo r  
in c re m e n ta l n e w  

d ra in a g e  in  a ll a re a s  o f 
th e  p ro v in c e

L a n d o w n e rs  w ill re ta in  
~1 1 %  w e tla n d  a c re s   

P o lic y  w ill p ro v id e  
p ro te c tio n  a n d  s e c u rity  

fo r  la n d o w n e rs

W e tla n d s  w ill c o n tin u e  
to  b e  a n  im p o r ta n t p a r t 

o f o u r  la n d s c a p e



O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
C o l la b o r a t i o n



O n g o i n g  R e s e a r c h  
&  M o n i t o r i n g
• $ 1 M  re s e a rc h  c o m m itm e n t o v e r  n e x t 

th re e  y e a rs

• P a r tn e r  w ith  in d u s tr y, la n d o w n e rs , 
g o v e rn m e n t a n d  re s e a rc h e rs

• M o n ito r  p o lic y  e ffe c tiv e n e s s  w ith  te n  
in d ic a to rs  – p u b lic  re p o r tin g



O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
C o l la b o r a t i o n
• S h a rin g  re s e a rc h  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  
• E x p lo r in g  a p p ro a c h e s  to  w e tla n d  

c o n s e r v a tio n  b e y o n d  n o  n e t lo s s  
• S h a rin g  s u c c e s s  s to r ie s  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l 

in d u s tr y  s te w a rd s h ip
• C h a n g in g  th e  n a rra tiv e   





T h a n k  Y o u
Krys ta l Tendler
Executive Director, Agriculture Water Management
Water Security Agency
wsask.ca | Krystal.Tendler@wsask.ca
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