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e Bringstogetherallgovernment’s core
watermanagementresponsibilities

e Formedin 2012 to address water
managementresponsibilities
province-wide

e Agriculture WaterManagementis a
corelineofbusiness



Waterisan EconomicDriver

Saskatchewanishometo morethan40% ofCanada’s
farmland and 10% of Canada’s wetland’s




Drainage and Wetlands
in Saskatchewan



ThePrairie Pothole Region




ThePrairie Pothole Region

PermanentWetlands Less PermanentWetlands



Wetlandsarelmportant
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Protect Water Prevent Flooding Provide Habitat
Quality and Drought




Drainageisimportant
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Efficiency Farm Resiliency Economic
Profitability Growth




Drainage AND Wetlands

Co-Existin healthy agriculturallandscapes.



Responsible
Drainage
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Planned & Technically Flow &erosion Nutrient
coordinated sound design controls management
with
neighbours
Healthy WSADrainage

wetlands Approval




Standard Approach:
No NetLoss Policy
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Saskatchewan’s Approach:
Agriculture Water

Stewardship Policy

e Made-in-Saskatchewan approach to
wetland retention launched in Jan 2025

e Allows existing and incrementaldrainage

e Requiresdrainers to retain some wetlands
asconditionofapproval



Contrastinga No NetLoss
and Stewardship Approach

Landscape
Outcome

Onlyaddresses new development Addresses all drainage




Contrastinga No NetLoss
and Stewardship Approach

LIMCEEERE Onlyaddresses new development Addresses all drainage
Outcome
Fairness Sl e RS CiEtiEl SN All drainage is treated equally

drainage must mitigate



Contrastinga No NetLoss
and Stewardship Approach
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Contrastinga No NetLoss
and Stewardship Approach

HIMEBEEE Onlyaddresses new development Addresses all drainage
Outcome
Fairness ol Ianglowners deve_lc_)plng new All drainage is treated equally
drainage must mitigate
Allow for NO \es
Development
Use of Market Often involves complexartificial Leverages existing markets (buying
mechanisms markets through wetland banking and selling land)



Contrastinga No NetLoss
and Stewardship Approach

Landscape Onlyaddresses new development.
Outcome Enforcement challenge.
: Only landowners developing new
Falrness ) ..
drainage must mitigate
Allow for

Development No

Use of Market
mechanisms

Often involves complexartificial
markets through wetland banking

Does not reward landowners who
have retained wetlands

Recognizing Good
Stewardship

Addresses all drainage
All drainage is treated equally

Yes

Leverages existing markets (buying
and selling land)

Rewards landowners with wetlands



86 %

of Saskatchewan’s 4.6M acres
of wetlandsareundrained




Why a Stewardship
Policy?
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Preventflooding, ProtectagainstFederal Gap identified by Stakeholder Pressure
manage water quality, Backstop Legislation Provincial Auditor
protecthabitat







Policy Development



Research and
Demonstration
Projects

Stakeholder
Engagement

Apolicythatis
effective,
practical and
works in a
Saskatchewan
context

Pilot Projects




Policy Development

Step 1:Research and Demonstration Projects



IRRIGATION

Saskatchewan

SaskFSA

Invested more than
STM in research

g%ﬂ'ﬂ Pro
PAIMNI projects with private, fomsurting
T publicand non-profit Fy-
partners Sackatchawan o
Association




Research:EconomicsofDrainage

2019 -Before Drainage 2023 - AfterDrainage

Found drainageincreased efficiency
from 40 to 44 acresseeded perhour



Research:Drainage Best
ManagementPractices
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The Trade O ffs
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Agricultural Agricultural Saskatchewan  Water Quantity = Water Quality Biodiversity
Economy Stewardship Communities and Habitat




Policy Development

Step 2:S5takeholderEngagement



Stakeholder
Engagement

e Engaged with 80 organizations and
Indigenous communities over 2 years

 Fourin-person plenarysessions with
all stakeholders &manyone-on-one
meetings

* Dewveloped guiding principles, then
outcomes, then policy



Engagementled to
practical
approachesthat
brought flexibility
into the policy.



Policy Development

Step 3:Pilot Projects



Worked with
landowners to
testthe policy on
realprojects



Wetland
Retention Goal

Baseline retention goal (40%)formost watersheds.

Higherretention goal (60%)forimportantwater

sources:

e Good SpiritLake (Assiniboine)

e LastMountain Lake,Buffalo Pound Lake, Calling
Lakes,Crooked Lake, Round Lake (Qu'Appelle)

e Moosomin Lake (Souris)



Whatis theimpact?

O 0O

Stillroom for Landownerswill retain Policy will provide Wetlands will continue
incrementalnew ~11% wetland acres protection and security to beanimportantpart
drainagein allareasof forlandowners ofourlandscape

the province



Opportunities for
Collaboration



Ongoing Research
& Monitoring

e STM research commitmentover next
three years

e Partnerwith industry,landowners,
governmentand researchers

e Monitorpolicy effectiveness with ten
indicators —publicreporting



Opportunities for
Collaboration

e Sharing research and information

e Exploringapproachesto wetland
conservation beyond no netloss

e Sharing success storiesofagricultural
industry stewardship

e Changing thenarrative






Thank You

Krystal Tendler
Executive Director, Agriculture Water Management

Water Security Agency
wsask.ca | Krystal.Tendler@wsask.ca
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