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Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence 
Legislative 
Caucus (GLLC)
The GLLC is a binational, 
nonpartisan group of state and 
provincial lawmakers from the 
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
River region working to protect 
and restore the basin.



GLLC Policy 
Areas for 
2023-2027

Water Consumption

Aquatic Invasive Species

Coastal Resiliency

Nutrient Management

Toxic Substances



GLLC Executive 
Committee for 
2025-2026

Chair: Senator Laura Fine (IL) 
Vice Chair:  Representative Dave Abbott 
(IN)

Executive Committee Members:
Senator Laura Ellman (IL)  
Senator Sue Shink (MI) 
Senator Mary Kunesh (MN) 
Senator Pamela Helming (NY) 
Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson (OH) 
MPP Jennifer French (ON) 
Senator Daniel Laughlin (PA) 
MNA Marie-Belle Gendron (QC) 
Representative Deb Andraca (WI)

Ex Officio Members: 
Senator André Jacque (WI) 
Representative Robyn Gabel (IL) 
Senator Ed Charbonneau (IN) 
Senator Ann Rest (MN)
Representative Lisa Subeck (WI) 
Representative Morgan Foreman (MI) 
Rosemary Bayer (MI) 
Representative Sonya Marie Harper (IL) 
Former Representative Rachel Hood (MI)



Nuclear 
Energy in 
the Great 
Lakes 
Region

• 2025 Annual 
Meeting: South nd, 
IN on September 
15-16

• *International Joint 
Commission 2021



Nuclear 
Energy in 
the Great 
Lakes 
Basin

International Joint 
Commission 2021



IJC Water Quality 
Board 
Recommendations - 
Storage

• Nuclear waste storage facilities in the basin should 
be hardened, located away from shorelines and 
flood risks

• Remove spent nuclear fuel and other radioactive 
wastes from the Great Lakes shorelines as soon as 
licenses storage facilities become operational

• Recommends consent-based approach to siting 
permanent storage for radioactive waste 

• Encourages continued pursuit of consolidated 
interim storage facilities

• Discourages approval of any CISFs  or permanent 
storage facilities near the shores of the Great 
Lakes or any tributaries



IJC Water Quality 
Board 
Recommendations- 
Transit 

• Recommends prohibiting the transport of spent 
nuclear fuel on the Great Lakes and its tributaries.

• Planned transportation routes should avoid 
population centers wherever possible and taking 
all appropriate precautions when crossing bodies 
of water.

• Proposed transportation routes should undergo 
detailed risk assessments and, prior to any 
shipment, confidentially sharing the risk 
assessment reports and shipment plans with the 
appropriate emergency management authorities at 
the state or provincial level and with the local 
governments of each of the communities along the 
proposed transit routes to enable proper 
emergency preparedness.

• There should be as few transfers between 
transportation modes as possible



Longterm Nuclear 
Storage – Ontario 
Power Generation

• DGR for low and 
intermediate waste

• Sited on the Bruce 
Peninsula, in the basin, 
not on the shoreline

• Substantial pushback 
from entities on both 
sides of the border



GLLC 
Resolutions 
in 2015 and 
2018



Nuclear 
Waste 
Management 
Organization



Takeaways for the U.S.

• Established legislative 
opposition to long-term 
nuclear storage in the Great 
Lakes basin with the potential 
for treaty and legislative 
action

• Growing urgency to transport 
nuclear waste out of the 
Great Lakes basin
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