
Takeaways from Representative 
Meeting on USACE shipments

Perspectives from Michigan House District 31



Background Summary

• Waste source & description
• Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) [Lewiston, New York] was used by the 

Manhattan Engineer District (MED) to store radioactive residues and 
wastes from uranium ore processing. Radioactive wastes and residues 
continued to be brought to the site for storage until 1952. In 1982 the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) began cleanup and consolidation of the 
radioactive wastes and residues in an earthen containment cell 
constructed on the property, which was completed in 1986. The cell now 
contains radioactive residues, contaminated rubble and debris from the 
demolition of buildings, and contaminated soil.  – USACE website

https://www.lrd.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Article/3612360/niagara-falls-storage-site/


Background Summary
• Waste Profile 
Source- USACE

https://www.lrd.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Article/3612360/niagara-falls-storage-site/


Background Summary
• Destination – Truck Route to Disposal Facility in Belleville 

Michigan, 31st House District



Response



Response



Barriers to acceptance
• Communication Barriers

• Response-based outreach instead of advance/proactive outreach
• ‘Omission = lying’, don’t bury the story 
• Response-based inquiries fielded by many people instead of promoting 

media/public contacts beforehand
• Destroys trust, harder to regain trust than to maintain it

• Threat perception 
• Sensationalism - ‘Manhattan Project Waste’ vs. low level rad waste
• Accessibility of resources to help communicate and understand risk
• First-time activity vs. common activity

• Who’s line is it anyway?
• Everyone is impacted by a break down in communication anywhere



Barriers to acceptance

• Organizational Barriers
• Notification of shipments goes to who, when, where?

• MRMTC provides a planning guide for shipments through midwestern states -
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/994578/

• Is meeting minimum regulatory requirements enough?
• Environmental Cleanup Programs tend to have public involvement requirements 

near the clean up site, but outreach for transport and destination may be lacking
• Are contacts trained and able to handle communication with the public?
• Are roles clearly communicated and understood?
• Are there real or perceived conflict of interests among parties?

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/994578/


Barriers to acceptance

• Other Barriers
• NIMBY

• Shipments coming through residences and popular areas
• Current events and heightened awareness

• Local or national events may necessitate changes in normal procedures
• Ohio train derailment and local disposal



Questions?
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