


“We didn’t understand how to work 
with Tribes, so we just didn’t."

 - Linda Aitken, Retired MnDOT Tribal Liaison, quoting a MnDOT District Engineer



Established 2013



Executive Order 2002-10 Governor Jesse Ventura​
Executive Order 2003-05 Governor Tim Pawlenty​
Executive Order 2013-10 Governor Mark Dayton​
Executive Order 2019-24 Governor Tim Walz

Executive Orders to State Statute

2022 MN Law 10.65 Government-to-Government 
Relationship with Tribal Governments



MN State Statute 10.65

• Timely and meaningful consultation between the state and MN Tribal 
governments.

• Agencies listed must consult with each MN Tribal government at least 
annually, and as often as is required to address matters that have Tribal 
implications.

• Agency must designate a Tribal liaison.
• TSRT is the foundation and basis of all other Tribal government relations 

training resources.
• All state employees whose work is likely to include
 matters that have Tribal implications must attend TSRT.



Missions & Goals

To provide training and education for 
Minnesota state employees about 
American Indian tribal governments, 
histories, cultures and traditions, in order to 
empower state employees to work 
effectively with American Indians and 
promote authentic and respectful 
relationships between state agencies and 
American Indian tribes.

1. Educate state employees 
about Indian people and 
governments.
2. Create partnerships.
3. Build respectful relationships 
between the State and Tribe.
4. Create an enduring 
commitment by the state to 
learn about tribal governments.



Learning Objectives

Participants completing this course will gain an understanding of the following:
• History of federal Indian policy, CFR Title 25
• Unique relationship between Tribal, state, and federal governments
• Differences (geographical and historic) among the tribes in Minnesota
• Issues which the state of Minnesota and the tribes in Minnesota may differ on
• Ways in which differences can be resolved through understanding, 

mediation, agreements, and partnerships



Agenda



Outcomes of Training



Questions?



Miigwech! Wopida! 
Thank you!

Contact us!

TribalStateRelationsTraining.DOT@state.mn.us

www.dot.state.mn.us/tribaltraining
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