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What Americans Are Thinking About Data Centers



Public Opinion on Data Centers Is Souring
Share of U.S. adults, by poll (2025-2026)
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Source: Marquette Law School Poll; Annenberg Public Policy Center; Embold Research



State-level polling on data center support

South Dakota

Support 30%
Oppose 51%

Source: Emerson College

California :
Support 26% lowa
Oppose 73% Support 23%
Source: PPIC 0ppose 62%
\ u Source: Emerson College
®
Texas
Support 33%

Oppose 60%

Source: Fox News

Maine

Support 28%
Oppose 72%

Source: UMass Lowell

Ohio
Support 32%
Oppose 65%

Source: Fox News

North Carolina

Support 20%
Oppose 53%

Source: Elon University

Georgia
Support 31%
Oppose 47%

Source: Emerson College

Florida

Support 28%
Oppose 68%

Source: Univ of North Florida



How Americans See Al's Trajectory

Annenberg Public Policy Center poll — share of U.S. adults (%)

How often do you interact with Al?

A few times 25% Equal
Once or twice Somewhat negative
Never Very negative

Over next 10 years, what impact will Al have on...?

8%
10%

21%

Over next 10 years, Al's impact on the U.S. will be...

Net negative Net positive

Children's safety -61% %

Jobs -58% 2%
Accuracy of news -51% 2%

Environment

Source: Annenberg Public Policy Center poll
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Why Americans Support — or Oppose — Data Centers

Gallup poll — share of U.S. adults citing each reason (%)

Reasons to oppose data centers

Water use 18%

Energy consumption 18%

Higher utility costs 15%

Environmental impact 14%

Al taking jobs 12%

Dislike Al 10%

Property values 9%

NIMBY 9%
Noise 9%

Loss of farmland
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Source: Gallup poll

Reasons to support data centers

Job opportunities

Tax revenue

Developing tech

Use of Al

Good for economy

Improve community

9%

9%

7%

7%

13%

55%
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